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small principality extending along sixty miles
of coast. In 1688,^ Eani Ashure invited the'
English to form a trading settlement in her
dominions, and two were formed, at Vittoor
(Returah) and Villanjuen (Brinjone). But for
some reason, she became dissatisfied with the
English, and the hostility of the Dutch, in spite
of the alliance between the two countries in Europe,
caused great trouble. In November, 1693, John
Brabourne was sent to Attinga, where, by his
successful diplomacy, the sandy spit of Anjengo
was granted to the English, as a site for a fort,
together with the monopoly of the pepper trade
of Attinga. Soon, the Dutch protests and intrigues
aroused the Rani's suspicions. She ordered Bra-
bourne to stop his building. Finding him deaf
to her orders, she first tried to starve out the
English by cutting off supplies, but as the sea

* According to some accounts, the first settlement was a few years
earlier, but the dates of the early travellers are very unreliable.
Hamilton says that a present was sent in 1685 to the Queen; " A
beautiful young English gentleman had the honour to present it to her
black Majesty; and as soon as the Queen saw him, she fell in love
with him, and next day made proposals of marriage to him, but he
modestly refused so great an honour however, to please her Majesty,
he staid at court a month or two and satisfied her so well that when
he left her court she made him some presents."